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Annual De Smet Prairie Mass Celebrated
By: Joe Wotawa, Director of Pastoral Formation

On July 5, 1840, Fr. Pierre De Smet celebrated the � rst 
Mass in present-day Wyoming. Originally from Belgium, 
Fr. De Smet was a Jesuit priest and missionary. � ough 
based out of the Jesuits’ province headquarters in St. Louis, 
Missouri, Fr. De Smet primarily ministered to many of 
the First Nations in the Mountain West, and he tirelessly 

traveled back to his native Belgium in the e� ort to raise 
funds for the missions he established. 179 years later, on July 
14, 2019, faithful from Wyoming and far beyond gathered 
at the rendezvous near Daniel to celebrate the Fi� eenth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time and commemorate Fr. De Smet’s 
role in bringing Catholicism to Wyoming. Bishop Steven 
Biegler was principal celebrant of the Mass. 

Inset: Bishop Steven celebrated this years’ De Smet Memorial Mass
A good-sized crowd came out on a beautiful Sunday morning
Photos courtesy of Glenn Shueler, Deputy Grand Knight, Knights of Columbus Council 7453

A Sane Family Life
By: Bishop Steven Biegler

How sane is your family life?  In 
particular, I am thinking of young 
families with school age children.  
How well do you balance family 
time with work, school, church, 
sports, volunteering, music, arts and 
so much more?  Are you in control 
of your schedule, or does your 
schedule control you?  How sane is 
your family life?  Do you have a holy 
and wholesome family life?

Families are stressed.  Raising a 
family has always been challenging, 
but in today’s world the stress level 
has intensi� ed.  O� en both parents 
are working outside the home.  
Meanwhile, their children are more 
involved in more extracurricular 
activities than the youth of previous 
generations. Parents know well that 
living a sane family life is not easy.

I have seen many families running 
so hard that they feel like they are 
being pulled in every direction.  
Parents are busy with jobs; yet, 
they need to � nd time to shop and 
prepare meals, drive children to 
school, practice for sports and other 
activities. O� en the entire family 
travels to games over the weekend.  
As they become worn down, family 
members get sick, which adds to the 
stress.

Parents, do you lead your family 
with a clearly de� ned purpose?  
Or do you feel like you are adri�  
and driven by forces beyond your 
control?  Living a balanced family 
life is never easy, but it is possible.  
It requires clearly de� ned and 
prioritized values.  Below is one 
approach to prioritized values for a 
family.
Keeping God First

� is includes some dedicated time 
every day for personal prayer.  I 

See Sane family, 6
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The Illusion of the Abortion Middle Ground
By: Deacon Mike Leman, 
Legislative Liaison

Last year, I attended 
a Wyoming legislative 
committee hearing on an 
abortion bill. � e debate 
had its “red herrings.” But, 
for a time, the discussion 
was very good.

At one point, a friend whispered to me, “I tend 
to agree with the person who speaks last.” He had 
noticed that, for the moment, debaters from both 
sides were right.

How so? Because each side was highlighting 
one of two distinct aspects of human rights: the 
right to exist and the right to personal autonomy 
(the right to live according to one’s own values).

Even though both religious and non-religious 
people support pro-existence laws, some people 
think such laws are about enshrining religion. � is 
thinking is why they can claim to be personally 
against abortion, but do not support abortion-
restrictive legislation. � ey believe this stance is 
the abortion issue’s “middle-ground.”

� e best arguments for autonomy reminded us 
that no one wants to be forced to live according to 
the values (or lack of values) of others.

Freedom is fundamental. But both sides can 
agree that it has limits.

For instance, religious freedom is speci� cally 
protected by the Constitution, but it is not an 
absolute freedom. � e state could not require 
church attendance, for example, without violating 
the First Amendment’s “establishment” clause.

Whether values are religiously inspired or 
not isn’t the issue. For example, some people 
demonstrate by their actions that they have no 
objection to the� . Other people, both religious 
and non-religious, do object to the� , and may 
object for di� erent reasons. Regardless of one’s 
personal view or what informs that view, the�  
negatively impacts the life and autonomy of 
others. � erefore, it is outlawed for everyone.

Regardless of what one believes about abortion, 
or what informs that belief, the question many 
seem to ignore is: does abortion negatively impact 
the life and autonomy of another human being or 
not?

Today, YouTube has ultrasound videos of the 
preborn, moving, stretching, and even yawning. 

I invite you to watch them. Look with your own 
eyes and ask, “Are these living, human beings?”

If you answer “no,” then you will perceive the 
estimated 120 yearly abortions happening within 
Wyoming’s borders one way.

But if your answer is “yes,” you will believe the 
same number of Wyomingites lose both their 
right to exist and their right to personal autonomy 
every year. You will see why “middle-ground” on 
the issue is an illusion.

Where the “Pro-Autonomy” 
Movement Falters

No doubt the “pro-autonomy” movement has its 
own list of grievances to � le against its detractors. 
I will leave such a listing to them. Below, I list 
problematic areas in the movement’s e� orts:

• It de� es reason when it acts as if a developing 
human person doesn’t exist before full term 
delivery.

 · Does a child born prematurely “qualify” for 
human rights? At what point?

 · Seeing an expecting couple smoking cigarettes 
together, would we pretend their decisions 
were not impacting another human being?

• It de� es science when it compares the preborn 
to an organ like an appendix.

 · Our society claims to reject hate speech. Yet, 
it tolerates unscienti� c euphemisms like this 
comparison that are designed to dehumanize. 
Such speech has led to far more abortions 
than simple legalization ever could have.

• It claims abortion is a “personal choice,” while, at 
best, remaining silent as others simultaneously 

seek to publicly fund abortions.

• It draws the debate down the “exceptions” rabbit 
hole without ever conceding to a single abortion 
restriction outside of those “exceptions.”

• It obstructs greater debate by claiming men 
should have no voice on the matter.

 · � is position has been very e� ective at 
silencing many men. If the movement was 
serious about this claim, one would think it 
would restrict its own testimony to the voices 
of women. But it doesn’t. � is inconsistency 
suggests the “pro-autonomy” movement 
doesn’t really have a problem with men 
weighing in on the issue. It just doesn’t like 
men (or women) challenging its position.

• It undervalues adoption.

 · Where it refuses to identify a speci� c 
moment for when life begins, it also fails to 
identify the moment we become responsible 
for protecting human rights. If not from the 
beginning, then when? And why then?

 · Is it age of viability? Because given the pace of 
medical advancements, “viability” seems like 
an arbitrary, moving target.

 · Do human rights depend upon location? i.e. 
outside the womb, and beyond “my body?” 
� en why oppose legislation like the “Born 
Alive Abortion Survivor’s Protection Act” 
which Congress has failed to pass, no less 
than 50 times?

 · It fails to acknowledge that abortion law sets 
a dangerous human rights standard wherein 
only those who are “wanted” get government 
protection. Human rights either belong to 
everyone or they are guaranteed to no one.

Moving Forward

We must, without exception, do better to 
help women who � nd themselves in desperate 
situations and facing unexpected pregnancies. To 
turn away a woman in need is unconscionable. 
But we shouldn’t suggest that the intentional 
termination of another human being is ever an 
acceptable solution. How can we speak against 
violence if we spend so much time excusing it?

Both sides may forever disagree about the 
government’s responsibility on this issue. Perhaps 
both sides can help each other do better at keeping 
the discussion honest.



Be Aware of Bullying
By: Patti Loehrer, 
Chancellor

As we prepare 
to send our 
children and 
young people 
back to school, 
whatever grade 
or school it may 
be, we need 

to address, educate, and raise 
awareness about bullying. Perhaps 
this article even will resonate with 
someone who is beyond school 
years. � e fact is, bullying is one of 
those real issues and occurrences 
that happens in all of our lives.

Part of creating safe 
environments is addressing all 
issues that a� ect the spaces where 
we live. In order for our schools, 
parishes, neighborhoods, and 
recreation areas to remain safe, we 
need to recognize and identify the 
various issues that can cause harm 
to our children, youth, and larger 
community. Once we address 
underlying issues that allow 
bullying, we can empower each 
other to stand up for ourselves and 
for others. It is our responsibility 
as parents, educators, and caring 
adults continually to teach our 
children acceptance, tolerance, 
and mutual respect.

� e information that follows is 
taken and or adapted from the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services. For more information, 
please visit stopbullying.gov.

What is bullying? Bullying 
involves behavior that is intentional 
and creates an imbalance of power 
and strength. Power imbalances 
can change over time and in 
di� erent situations, even if they 
involve the same people. Bullying 
is behavior that is aggressive and 
deliberate. Bullying is a way for 
individuals to gain attention. 
Bullies have unequal power over 
their targets and o� en times intend 
to humiliate, harm, or embarrass 
their targets. Bullies are generally 
“unthinking” about their behavior 
while o� en times the person being 
bullied � nds it di�  cult to defend 
himself or herself. Unlike � ghting, 
which o� en takes place in a single 
episode, most instances of bullying 
occur repeatedly and escalate over 

time.
Bullying can take many forms: 

some are easy to notice, like 
hitting or name calling; others 
times it is hard to identify, like 
spreading rumors or intentionally 
excluding someone from a group’s 
activities, games, or electronic 
communications.
Types of Bullying

Verbal bullying is saying or 
writing mean things (teasing, 
name-calling, inappropriate sexual 
comments, threats).

• Social or Emotional bullying 
can also be referred to as 
relational bullying, and it 
involves hurting someone’s 
reputation or relationships 
(social exclusion, spreading 
rumors about someone, 
embarrassing someone in 
public).

• Physical bullying is hurting a 
person’s body or possessions 
(hitting, kicking, punching, 
taking someone’s belongings, 
making rude or mean 
gestures)

• Cyberbullying is bullying 
that takes place over digital 
devices like cell phones, 
computers, and tablets. 
Cyberbullying includes 
sending, posting, or sharing 
negative, harmful, false, 
or mean content about 
someone else. It can include 
sharing personal or private 
information about someone 
else causing embarrassment 
or humiliation. Some 
cyberbullying is unlawful 
or criminal behavior. 
Cyberbullying can also 
extend to verbal and social 
bullying, especially when 
“chat rooms” exclude the 
target and defame that 
person’s public image.

Many warning signs may indicate 
a child is a� ected by bullying - 
either being bullied or bullying 
others. Recognizing the warning 
signs is an important � rst step in 
taking action against bullying. 
Not all children who are bullied 
or are bullying others ask for help 
because they might not know how 
to ask for help. It is important to 
talk with children who show signs 

of being bullied or bullying others. 
� ese warning signs can also point 
to other issues or problems, such 
as depression or substance abuse.
Signs a Child is Being 
Bullied

Look for changes in the child. 
However, be aware that not all 
children who are bullied exhibit 
warning signs.

Some signs that may point to a 
bullying problem are:

• Unexplainable injuries
• Lost or destroyed clothing, 

books, electronics, or jewelry
• Frequent headaches or 

stomach aches, feeling sick, 
or faking illness

• Changes in eating habits, like 
suddenly skipping meals or 
binge eating. Kids may come 
home from school hungry 
because they did not eat 
lunch.

• Di�  culty sleeping or 
frequent nightmares

• Declining grades, loss of 
interest in schoolwork, or 
not wanting to go to school

• Sudden loss of friends or 
avoidance of social situations

• Feelings of helplessness or 
decreased self-esteem

• Self-destructive behaviors 
such as running away from 
home, harming themselves, 
or talking about suicide

Signs a Child is Bullying 
Others

Children and youth may be 
bullying others if they:

• Get into physical or verbal 
� ghts

• Have friends who bully 
others

• Are increasingly aggressive
• Get sent to the principal’s 

o�  ce or to detention 
frequently

• Have unexplained extra 
money or new belongings

• Blame others for their 
problems

• Don’t accept responsibility 
for their actions

• Are competitive and worry 
about their reputation or 
popularity

If you � nd that a child or youth is 
showing any of these signs it does 

not necessarily mean that they are 
being bullied, but it is a possibility 
worth exploring. You should take 
time to talk to them and learn 
more.
Prevention
Help Kids Understand Bullying

Children and youth who 
know  what bullying is  can better 
identify it. � ey can talk about 
bullying if it happens to them or 
others. Kids need to know ways 
to safely stand up to bullying and 
how to get help.

• Encourage kids to speak to 
a trusted adult if they are 
bullied or see others being 
bullied. � e adult can give 
comfort, support, and advice, 
even if they can’t solve the 
problem directly. Encourage 
the child to report bullying if 
it happens.

• Talk about  how to stand 
up to kids who bully.  Give 
tips, like using humor and 
saying “stop” directly and 
con� dently. Talk about what 
to do if those actions don’t 
work, like walking away.

• Talk about strategies for 
staying safe, such as staying 
near adults or groups of 
other kids.

• Urge them to help kids 
who are bullied  by showing 
kindness or getting help.

Parents, educators, and all adults 
have a role to play in preventing 
bullying. In order to respond in 
the best possible, most e� ective 
way adults need to use every 
opportunity to teach young people 
the di� erence between appropriate 
and inappropriate behavior.  As 
adults, we know that children learn 
from our actions. � ey see how we 
interact with family, friends and 
coworkers, and so we must always 
model how to treat others with 
kindness and respect.
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Vocation Offi ce Update
By: Fr. Steve Titus, Vocation Director

In July, the Vocation O�  ce welcomed Fr. Hiep Nguyen to a newly created 
position of Associate Vocation Director.  In collaboration with Fr. Steve 
Titus, Fr. Hiep will work throughout the Diocese to promote vocations and 
encourage all people to grow in discernment of God’s call.  Fr. Hiep will be 
in residence at St. Paul’s Newman Center in Laramie and will continue his 
work with the Vietnamese Catholic community in Casper one weekend a 
month.

� e Diocese of Cheyenne welcomes three new seminarians who will 
begin formation for the priesthood this fall.  Lee Noel begins his � rst year at 
Mundelein Seminary near Chicago.  Lee completed a graduate degree at the 
University of Wyoming a few years ago. � ough he grew up in Iowa, he has 
developed a great a� ection for the people and the mountains of Wyoming.

Patrick Maslak, who recently graduated from Ave Maria University, will 
enter Mundelein Seminary’s Spirituality Year.  Patrick grew up in Cody 
where his parents and a few siblings still reside.

Deacon Dan Kostelc, who has served as a permanent deacon at Our Lady 
of Peace in Pinedale the past 15 years, will enter into theology studies for the 
priesthood this fall at Sacred Heart Seminary and School of � eology near 
Milwaukee.  Deacon Dan has been gradually discerning this step since his 
wife passed away some years ago. He is excited to begin his studies.

Our seminarian Linh Vu spent this summer in Denver completing an 
intensive program of Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE).  � is program 
provided formalized training varied opportunities to care for those in 
hospitals.  Linh begins his third year of theology at St. Meinrad Seminary in 
Indiana, and if all goes as planned, he will be ordained a transitional deacon 
this next spring.

Seth Hostetler from Bu� alo enters his � � h year of seminary studies in 
August. Seth assisted on the Diocesan pilgrimage to Rome for ten days in 
June and then spent the remaining seven weeks of his summer studying 
Spanish in Cuernavaca, Mexico.  He returns to Mundelein Seminary for his 
second year of � eology.

Fr. Steve Titus enters his sixth year in the Diocesan Vocation O�  ce.  He 
is grateful for your prayers for vocations and your encouragement of young 
people within families and parishes.

Front:  Lee Noel, Linh Vu, Fr. Hiep Nguyen
Back: Bishop Steven Biegler, Seth Hostetler, Deacon Dan Kostelc, Fr. Steve Titus
Not pictured: Patrick Maslak

Clergy Updates

Deans for 2019-2020:
Casper:  Father Gary Ruzicka Cheyenne:  Father August Koeune
Rock Springs:  Father Sam Hayes Sheridan:  Father Cli�  Jacobson
� ermopolis:  Father James Heiser

Presbyteral Council 2019-2020:
Father Tom Cronkleton Father Carl Gallinger
Father Bill Hill Father Emilio Cabrera
Father James Heiser Father Gary Ruzicka
Father Glenn Whewell Father Hiep Nguyen
Father August Koeune Father Rob Spaulding

Permanent Diaconate
Deacon Kim Carroll was appointed as the Director of Permanent Deacons 

on July 1, 2019.  Please pray for him as he begins this ministry.
Deacon Joe Bush has completed his term.

Fr. Kevin Koch Receives Award
By: Pam Miller, St. Paul Sta� , Pine Blu� s

Reverend Kevin E. Koch received recognition as Chaplain of the Year by 
the Wyoming State Council Knights of Columbus.  State Deputy James L. 
Venjohn, of Casper, presented Father Koch with the plaque acknowledging 
this honor on June 23, 2019 at St. Paul’s Parish in Pine Blu� s. Wyoming 
Knights of Columbus Chapter 7789 submitted a letter of recommendation 
to the State Council nominating Father Kevin for his many contributions to 
the Pine Blu� s Chapter.

Dave Miller, Patrick Cowles, Reverend Kevin Koch, James L. Venjohn and 
Michael Rucker

40 years
Fr. Denis D’Souza (3/19/79)

25 years
Fr. Ray Rodriguez (12/12/94)

15 years
Fr. Jaimon Dominic (4/15/04)

By: WCR Sta� 

Priest Anniversaries
Congratulations to the following priests who are celebrating milestone 

ordination anniversaries this year.

30 years
Fr. Carl Gallinger (11/17/89)

25 years
Fr. Charles Heston Joseph (4/10/94)

10 years
Fr. Rob Spaulding (8/10/09)

(not pictured)
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Goodbye and Welcome
By: Denise Hawkins, Interim Editor

Goodbye
� is July, Bishop Steven and the Chancery sta�  said goodbye to two long-time 

employees. Both Barbara Niemann, Accounts Payable, and Katie Hayes, Finance 
Specialist, have retired.

Barb worked at the Chancery in her role for 13 years. She was 
known around the o�  ce for her happy smile and encouraging 
words.  Barb is married to Deacon Tom Niemann and they are 
parishioners at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Cheyenne.  Barb 
plans on enjoying her family, watching the Wyoming wildlife 
from the deck of their rural home, and going to Rockies games.

Katie worked at the Chancery as the Finance Specialist for six 
years.  As of late, she also took on the role of answering phones, 
assisting many parishioners and parish sta�  with questions 
about their gi� s and donations to the diocese.  Katie is married 
to Dwight and she is a parishioner at the Cathedral of St. Mary 
in Cheyenne. Katie has been enjoying her � rst retired summer 
camping and doing activities with her grandkids. 

� ank you, Barb and Katie, for your devoted service to our 
diocesan Catholic community.  We pray that you and your 

husbands will enjoy your retired life and be blessed with good health and many 
happy years together.

Maria Henschel, Ecclesiastical Notary, has taken a new 
position as the Director of Pastoral Ministries for the Church 
of the Holy Trinity in Cheyenne.  Maria has been with the 
Tribunal O�  ce for nearly two years. Maria and husband 
Nathan are parents to Noah, Sabrey and Macy.  � ey attend 
Holy Trinity.

� ank you, Maria, for your warm and welcoming smile 
and hard work in the Tribunal.  You have been a blessing and 
we will pray for you as you transition to your new, exciting 
position.

Welcome

Welcome to Justin Ballard, the new Finance Specialist.  Justin 
was born in Butte, Montana and graduated from high school 
in Wright, Wyoming. He attended the University of Wyoming 
where he earned bachelor and master’s degrees in � nance. He 
has worked as an economist and data analyst for the past twenty 
years.  He is married to Laurel Ballard and has two beautiful 
daughters, Katherine and Molly.  In his free time, Justin enjoys 
spending time with his family, reading, and bird hunting.

Additionally, welcome to Jackie Cole, the new Receptionist 
and Accounts Payable Specialist. Jackie was raised in Glenrock, 
Wyoming.   She moved to Cheyenne in 1987 with her family.   
She is currently attending CSU Global, an online University, to 
earn her bachelor’s degree in O�  ce Management. Jackie has 
two sons, Matthew and Marcus, 18 and 16 respectively.  Matthew 
will be attending LCCC this fall, and Marcus will be a Junior at 
East High School. Jackie attends the Church of the Holy Trinity 
in Cheyenne. 

Denise Hawkins has transitioned from her full-time position as the Executive 
Assistant to the Director of Stewardship and Development, which included 
assisting with the Wyoming Catholic Ministries Foundation and acting as Interim 
Editor of this publication, to a part-time position as a Communications Specialist.  
She will remain the Interim Editor of this newspaper as well as manage the 
diocesan social media channels and websites.

Wyoming Man Ordained 
to the Priesthood
By: Fr. Brian John Zuelke, OP

On May 18, 2019, I was 
ordained to the priesthood as a 
friar of the Order of Preachers, 
Province of St. Albert the Great. 
� is marks the end of my initial 
formation as a Dominican priest, 
and in August I will begin my 
� rst assignment in St. Paul, MN, 
at the University of St. � omas. 
� ere I will teach theology as an 
adjunct professor and assist with 
campus ministry while living in a 
community of seven other friars. 
I will also put my engineering 
degree to good use as I advise 
senior design teams and teach 
electronics labs. Doors open with 
a religious habit and a master’s 
degree!

� is milestone ended a journey 
begun in Cheyenne in 2011 when 
I discerned a call to priesthood 
and religious life with the help 
of Fr. Bill Hill, then Vocations 
Director of the Diocese. It 
continued with a Novice year in 
Denver starting in July 2012. A� er 
making “simple” (temporary) 
vows in August 2013, I moved to 
St. Louis, Missouri to continue 
my intellectual and pastoral 
formation, involving studies in 
scripture, philosophy, history, 
and theology. I’ve also travelled 
internationally and engaged in 
a variety of pastoral ministries: 
jail ministry, hospital chaplaincy, 
teaching theology, and retreat 
preaching.

Making a committed “Yes” 
to God, regardless of vocation, 

involves ongoing discernment 
while one experiences that 
vocation in an uncommitted 
way. During my formation as a 
Dominican, I regularly pondered 
in prayer and ongoing spiritual 
direction: Am I � ourishing as a 
Christian? Am I increasingly in 
love with Christ? Am I excited 
about serving in this vocation? 
Being able to answer “Yes” to 
those questions gave me what 
I needed to say “Yes” for life 
on September 9, 2017 when 
I was received into “solemn” 
(permanent) vows. I continue 
this life-long journey beginning 
in August, joining my brothers in 
Minneapolis as we o� er our lives 
to the Father through apostolic 
poverty, mutual obedience, 
common life, prayer, study, and 
the mission of preaching the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in the Twin 
Cities area.

If you’re interested in the 
Dominican vocation, or would 
like to know how you can support 
our mission, you are welcome to 
email our Vocations Director 
at vocations@opcentral.org. 
We provide many discernment 
opportunities to men exploring 
their options for how best to 
serve the Lord with the gi� s 
they’ve been given. You can 
also follow our student friars 
at PreachingFriars.org, where 
they post videos of our Vespers 
preaching each week along with 
other digital content. Pray that 
the Lord send out laborers for 
the harvest, Wyoming!

Fr. Brian with his family at his ordination in May



Organ Concert Series Features Acclaimed Performer, Clinician

By: Marguerite Herman, Cathedral of St. 
Mary

Nathan Laube, an acclaimed 
international star as a concert 
performer, recording artist, clinician 
and lecturer, is the solo performer of 

the 27th Organ Concert Series at the 
Cathedral of St. Mary in Cheyenne 
Oct. 13, 2019.

Laube is associate professor of 
organ on the faculty of the Eastman 
School of Music in Rochester, New 
York, and International Consultant 
in Organ Studies at the Royal 
Birmingham Conservatoire in the 
United Kingdom.

He will perform Oct. 13 on the 
Visser-Rowland Tracker Organ 
installed at the Cathedral in 
downtown Cheyenne in 1992.

His extensive international recital 
career takes him to major venues 
across the United States and in 
four continents, including the 
Vienna Concert House, the Berlin 
Philharmonic, Berlin Cathedral, 
Dortmund Concert House, Saint 

Bavo Church, Haarlem, Cankarjev 
Dom, Ljubljana, and the Sejong 
Center in Seoul, South Korea. His 
repertoire spans � ve centuries, 
including his own transcriptions of 
orchestral works.

Laube’s recording of the Stephen 
Paulus Grand Concerto for 
Organ and Orchestra with the 
Nashville Symphony was awarded 
a GRAMMY ® for Best Classical 
Compendium.

Doors of the Cathedral open at 
1:15 p.m., and the concert begins 
at 2 p.m.  Enter the church at 2107 
Capitol Ave. As with previous organ 
concerts, a camera feed from the 
lo�  will enable everyone in the seats 
below to watch Laube’s performance 
on the keyboards and the pedal 
board.

St. Mary’s is pleased to make its 
organ and sanctuary available to 
the public and to host world class 
performers for the annual Organ 
Concert Series.

About the organ: The organ 
at St. Mary’s was manufactured 
specifi cally for the Cathedral by 
Visser-Rowland Associates of 
Houston, Texas. The 3-manual 
38-stop, 53-rank tracker organ is 
patterned after the French Classical 
Style in which the organ outlines a 
stained-glass window. Its placement 
required reconfi guration and 
restoration of the Madonna window 
on the Cathedral’s west wall, and 
its weight (36,000 pounds) required 
reinforcing of the gallery fl oor.
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always start and end the day with quiet prayer. 
It focuses my journey on being a disciple of the 
Lord. It a� ects everything else in my life.  Much 
like the saying attributed to Fr. Pedro Arrupe, 
SJ: “Nothing is more practical than � nding God, 
than falling in Love in a quite absolute, � nal 
way.”  What you are in love with, what seizes your 
imagination, will a� ect everything.  It will decide 
what will get you out of bed in the morning, what 
you do with your evenings, how you spend your 
weekends, what you read, whom you know, what 
breaks your heart, and what amazes you with joy 
and gratitude.  Fall in love, stay in love, and it will 
decide everything.

First and foremost, fall in love with God in an 
absolute way.  Is God the � rst love in your family?  
How much time does each person in your family 
spend in daily prayer?  Parents, do you model 
personal prayer for your children?  Do they see 
you take time to pray?  Do you teach them how 
to pray and remind them to pray every day?  One 
of the easiest ways to pray is to download an app 
with the daily readings. � e Word of God keeps 
our lives centered in God. � e most important 
way to pray is to listen to God. In my conversation 
with youth prepared for Con� rmation, many 
know how to tell God about their needs, but very 
few know how to listen to God.
Second – Family Time

Take time for family meals.  Schedule them every 
week as sacred time for the whole family.  Attend 
Mass together.  It will nurture your unity and heal 
divisions.  On the weekend, be intentional about 
family activities – outdoor recreation, visiting 
elderly relatives or the sick, playing a game 
together, etc.

� e family is the “� rst and vital cell of society” 
(St. John Paul II).  What happens in the family 

is absolutely crucial for society and the Church.  
Nothing is more important for the well-being of 
our world than to have healthy and holy families.

In close relation to our biological family, a 
healthy person is involved in a family of faith.  Our 
faith community is o� en a refuge in the midst of 
the storm.  Recently, a young woman from my 
hometown was critically injured when she was hit 
by a drunk driver.  When I visited her, she said, 

“My family of faith has been so good to me.”  So 
o� en I have heard others say something similar.  
Studies have shown that children are much less 
vulnerable to high risk behaviors if they are rooted 
in a church family.
� ird – Serving Our Neighbor

When someone asked Jesus, “Which is the 
greatest commandment in the Law?” (Mt. 22:36), 

he told them, “to love God and to love neighbor.”  
� en Jesus told the parable of the Good Samaritan 
as a response to a scribe who asked him, “And who 
is my neighbor?” (Lk. 10:29) � us, our neighbor 
is anyone in need, even those who may have been 
seen as an historic enemy.  � at is how Jews saw 
Samaritans.

How would the atmosphere at school and work 
change if we saw these activities as places to serve 
our neighbor?  Work is not merely a means to earn 
a living, but a way to serve the community.  How 
would a young person’s participation in athletics 
change is it were seen through the lens of loving 
our neighbor?  A healthy sense of sportsmanship 
includes respect for the other person who is my 
neighbor.  It means to stop and help a fellow 
athlete who is injured.  Winning is secondary to 
being a good neighbor.
Fourth – Everything Else

� ere are so many other things to prioritize in 
life.  Obviously, parents have to be responsible 
in earning a living for their family.  And young 
people should learn to the best of their ability in 
school.  Sports and extracurricular activities are 
helpful for their development, but only as long as 
they are balanced with time for God, family and 
neighbor.  Otherwise, these activities become 
an end in themselves.  � en a family’s pace can 
become harried. 

Living a balanced life takes tremendous 
discipline. It begins with setting priorities.  I 
simply want to encourage parents to take the time 
to sit down together and identify the values that 
are essential for their family.  If parents have not 
identi� ed key values for their family, then they 
will be like a ship adri�  on the stormy waters of 
life.  � ey will � nd their family pushed around by 
the winds of the culture.  In contrast, key values 
are like the rudder of the ship that keeps it focused 
on its destiny.

Sane family from1



Learning to Be Disciples
Joseph Wotawa, 
Director of Pastoral 
Formation

� e Gospel of 
Mark is known 
for being fast-
paced. Jesus does 
not waste time 
because of the 
mission he has at 

hand. Even a� er his Resurrection, the 
victory having been won, he continues 
with the same attitude to his ministry 
that he had before his Passion. For 
example, he corrects the disciples for 
“their unbelief and hardness of heart 
because they had not believed those 
who saw him a� er he had been raised” 
(Mark 16:14).

As a teacher does with students’ 
work, Jesus uses this correction to help 
his disciples. He tells them, “Go into 
the world and proclaim the gospel to 
every creature” (Mark 16:15). Jesus 
wants his disciples to be like him, and 
he gives them the instruction to help 
them do so.

We witness in so many ways the 

Good News: we encounter the real 
presence of Christ in the Eucharist; 
we hear of God’s work of salvation 
when we hear our sacred readings 
proclaimed; and we have inherited 
prayers and spiritual practices from 
generations of Catholics that still 
guide us to Christ today. As Catholics, 
we also have a proud tradition of 
education that o� ers this knowledge 
of Christ, and along with knowledge 
this education promotes the character 
formation and academic excellence 
of those who seek learning in the 
Catholic tradition.

Given all of these resources – too 
many to name – that we enjoy as 
Catholics, the Diocese of Cheyenne 
renamed one of its o�  ces to re� ect 
better Jesus’ instruction to “go into 
the world and proclaim the gospel.” 
Recently, the o�  ce of Pastoral 
Ministries became that of Pastoral 
Formation.

� e change in language is subtle, 
but the shi�  in focus is important. 
Jesus has commissioned all of us 
to proclaim him as we know him 
through our Catholic faith, and the 

o�  ce of Pastoral Formation is here to 
help Catholics continue to know Jesus 
better, to follow him more closely, 
and to invite others – to use another 
biblical saying of Jesus – to “go and do 
likewise” (Luke 10:37). All of us are 
called to discipleship, and the o�  ce 
of Pastoral Formation seeks to help 
people live this vocation to their fullest 
potentials.

� e tradition of education in the 
Catholic Church serves this end of 
discipleship. If we are to be e� ective 
proclaimers of the Good News, then 
we have the responsibility to dedicate 
ourselves to ongoing learning so we 
can best share our faith with others 
and invite them to share what we have 
seen and heard. Our schools have a 
privileged place in helping students 
integrate their faith with the other 
areas of learning, and the rest of us also 
have similarly privileged opportunities 
to take this mission to where we are.

Jesus sets a signi� cant task before us 
– to proclaim him to all so that all might 
know him – and he calls us as a Church 
to complete this task. We are not alone 
in this mission, and the many forms 

of ongoing learning and formation we 
have at our disposal for people in all 
walks of life help us accomplish this 
mission of discipleship.

� e word “disciple” comes from the 
Latin verb meaning “to learn.” Yet, this 
learning is not simply memorizing 
information from a book. In the 
Gospels, disciples set their hearts and 
minds on learning to live as Jesus does, 
to pray as he does, to serve as he does, 
and even to teach and heal as he does. 
We want all to know and love Jesus as 
we do, and each of us, regardless of age 
or ability, is invited to live out this call 
to discipleship – a call we were given 
at our baptisms – so that we can make 
Jesus known in our world.   

With that in mind, thank you to 
all of the educators in the Diocese 
of Cheyenne who help us with this 
mission Jesus has given us to be his 
disciples. Your vocation in the Catholic 
Church is invaluable, for it shows us 
that our formation in faith– and the 
most important learning we can do 
in faith – is deeply connected to every 
part of our lives as disciples of Jesus.

The Wyoming School of Catholic Thought Studies the Gift of Friendship
By Dr. James Tonkowich, Director of Distance Learning, 
Wyoming Catholic College

� e theme of the third Wyoming School of 
Catholic � ought held at Wyoming Catholic 
College was “No Greater Gi� : Friendship from The 
Iliad to Facebook.”

Years ago, James Taylor’s popularity soared as 
he sang a song written by his friend Carole King. 
“Winter, spring, summer, or fall,” he crooned, “all 
you’ve got to do is call and I’ll be there. You’ve got 
a friend.”

Of course, King and Taylor were hardly the � rst 
to sing the praises of friendship. Way back in Eden, 
God looked at Adam by himself in the freshness of 
Eden and declared, “It is not good for the man to be 
alone” (Genesis 2:18). We humans are “hardwired 
to connect.” Even Adam needed a friend.

In a similar way, the Roman orator Cicero noted, 
“Life is nothing without friendship” and St. � omas 
Aquinas observed that without friends “even the 
most agreeable pursuits become tedious.”

Yet today, nearly half of Americans report 
sometimes or always feeling alone or le�  out. 
Loneliness has been called an epidemic and 
friendship a lost art. � e results are not only poor 
psychological, spiritual, social, and political health, 
but poor physical health as well. Friendlessness 
makes us sick.

And so this past June 9-14, the 2019 Wyoming 
School of Catholic � ought explored friendship.

Led by Wyoming Catholic College faculty, 
participants from Wyoming and across the 
country discussed the friendships between David 
and Jonathan (1 Samuel), Achilleus and Patroklos 
(The Iliad), Ishmael and Queequeg (Moby Dick), 
Elizabeth and Jane (Pride and Prejudice), and Sonya 
and Raskolnikov (Crime and Punishment), along with 
the writings of Aristotle and St. � omas Aquinas 
and some poetry.

“I found the experience extraordinary,” wrote 
one participant, who spoke for the rest of us as well. 
Reading great literature, philosophy, and poetry in 
community makes all the di� erence. And along the 
way to greater understanding, friendships form, 
love grows, and we reach beyond communication 
to communion.

While discussing social media and its polarizing 
e� ects on our culture, rather than bemoaning 
the problem, the group worked on a solution: 
friendship. Walking across the street or (literally 
and � guratively) across the Church aisle to meet 
our neighbors is the best way to make friends and 
the surest way to heal our communities. Our moms 
had it right, “To have a friend, you have to be a 
friend.”

� e Wyoming School of Catholic � ought faculty 
included college president Dr. Glenn Arbery, Dr. 
Virginia Arbery, Dr. Jeremy Holmes, Dr. Ti� any 
Schubert, Dr. Pavlos Papadopoulos, and me. Fr. 
James Schumacher, our pastor at Holy Rosary, 

served as the school chaplain.
We’re grateful for all those who attended and to 

the Wyoming Catholic Ministries Foundation for 
helping to make the school possible.

If you’re interested in hearing some of the 
presentations about friendship, they are available 
through the college’s “A� er Dinner Scholar” 
podcast.

� e 2020 Wyoming School of Catholic � ought 
will be held at Wyoming Catholic College June 
7-12. Plan now to join the conversation here in 
Lander—oh, and by all means, bring a friend.

Dr. Pavlos Papadopoulos, Assistant Professor of 
Humanities lecturing about Aristotle’s view of 
friendship
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he told them, “to love God and to love neighbor.”  
� en Jesus told the parable of the Good Samaritan 
as a response to a scribe who asked him, “And who 
is my neighbor?” (Lk. 10:29) � us, our neighbor 
is anyone in need, even those who may have been 
seen as an historic enemy.  � at is how Jews saw 
Samaritans.

How would the atmosphere at school and work 
change if we saw these activities as places to serve 
our neighbor?  Work is not merely a means to earn 
a living, but a way to serve the community.  How 
would a young person’s participation in athletics 
change is it were seen through the lens of loving 
our neighbor?  A healthy sense of sportsmanship 
includes respect for the other person who is my 
neighbor.  It means to stop and help a fellow 
athlete who is injured.  Winning is secondary to 
being a good neighbor.
Fourth – Everything Else

� ere are so many other things to prioritize in 
life.  Obviously, parents have to be responsible 
in earning a living for their family.  And young 
people should learn to the best of their ability in 
school.  Sports and extracurricular activities are 
helpful for their development, but only as long as 
they are balanced with time for God, family and 
neighbor.  Otherwise, these activities become 
an end in themselves.  � en a family’s pace can 
become harried. 

Living a balanced life takes tremendous 
discipline. It begins with setting priorities.  I 
simply want to encourage parents to take the time 
to sit down together and identify the values that 
are essential for their family.  If parents have not 
identi� ed key values for their family, then they 
will be like a ship adri�  on the stormy waters of 
life.  � ey will � nd their family pushed around by 
the winds of the culture.  In contrast, key values 
are like the rudder of the ship that keeps it focused 
on its destiny.



Our Lady of the Mountains, Jackson
Photo by Megan Peterson

Our Lady of Peace, Pinedale

St. Paul, Sundance

St. Mary Magdalen, Evanston

Our Lady of Fatima Casper

St. Anthony of Padua, Casper St. Margaret, Riverton

First Communion

Gather us in…. 

Secular Franciscan Order
There are fraternities in Wyoming.

Come… join us ! 
More information? 

www.secularFranciscansUSA.org 

Francis1003Saint@gmail.com 
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Our Lady of the Mountains, Jackson, Photo by Megan Peterson

St. Margaret’s, Riverton

St. Anthony of Padua, Casper

St. Mary Magdalen, Evanston

Confi rmations

Traveling to the Black Hills of
South Dakota? We invite you to
come away and enjoy the quiet,
open spaces of our 200
hundred acre campus 
on the outskirts of Rapid City.

Centrally located to many
attractions, we are within an
hour's drive of

Mt Rushmore
Crazy Horse Memorial
Badlands National Monument

See the sights, and then spend
the night resting in God . . . 

STAY 

Rapid City | South Dakota
stay@terrasancta.org 
http://terrasancta.org

605-716-0925

R id Cit | S th D k t
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Welcome back to school. We 

look forward to a great year! 

 

Renewing Our Commitment at St. John Paul II School
By: Fr. Cli�  Jacobson, Pastor, with Vanessa 
Gemar, Principal, St. John Paul II School, 
Gillette

Another school year is in the books. 
Report cards have been sent out. 
Classrooms are being cleaned and set 
for the new year. Children, parents and 
teachers have embarked on a summer full 
of fun, rest and renewal.

� e end of a school year always leads me 
to look back over the year that we have just 
wrapped up. While we are so aware of the 
challenges and struggles of the year, areas 
of growth and improvement, we are also 
aware of many great blessings and gi� s of 
the year. � e greatest gi� s that we have are 
our children, excited to learn and grow, 
� lled with life and � lled with love. We are 
gi� ed with incredible teachers who are so 
dedicated to education, and who strive 
tirelessly to give our students their very 
best. We are gi� ed with a principal who is 
an incredibly talented educator and who 
possesses a vision and a deep commitment 
to leading our school to be the very best 
Catholic school possible. We are gi� ed by 
our JPII families who put their trust in us, 
who serve and o� er their gi� s in so many 
ways in support of our school and Catholic 
education. We are gi� ed with our faith in 
God, through whom all things are possible; 
our God who continues to lead and guide 
each of us and our school.

Great work is underway for the 2019-
2020 school year. As we look to the future, 
we are working to get back to the basics. 
� ese goals include:

Our principal, our School Leadership 
Team, pastor and sta�  are committed to 
working in a deeper sense of unity and 
support of each other and the ministry 
of our school. � is work also includes 
evaluating policies and procedures to 
ensure they are e� ective and appropriate 
for our school and parish.

� is renewed sense of unity also extends 

between parish and school, recognizing 
that we are all one, and we have shared 
goals and mission. � rough greater 
communication, collaboration, and 
service, we are committed to strengthening 
this unity.

Our Bishop and the Diocese are engaged 
in a process of pastoral planning for the 
church throughout the state. Catholic 
Schools are central to this planning 
process. � e process is resulting in pastors, 
principals and leaders of our Catholic 
schools coming together for dialogue, 
sharing and support. It will also lead to 
a strengthening of policies, direction, 
support and unity of our Catholic school 
and the Catholic school system throughout 
the state.

When we opened St. John Paul II 
Catholic School, we made a commitment 
in our curriculum and practice to meet 
or exceed public school standards. We are 
renewing this commitment by focusing on 
core subject areas.

Our new math curriculum, piloted last 
year, will be fully implemented this coming 
year. Mrs. Cathy Schroeder will be working 
as a math coach and will be establishing 
and developing a Math Lab for our school.

Mr. Alan Heinrich is joining our team 
as our STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Mathematics) teacher, 
bringing his many years of experience, 
love of students and love of education 
to our school. We are also integrating art 
and religion within the STEM curriculum, 
creating a STREAM program.

As a Catholic school, our faith is also 
core and central to everything we do. 
Our parish has just hired William Heili 
as our new Director of Evangelization 
and Catechesis (religious education and 
formation). He will be charged with 
strengthening all aspects of our religious 
education and faith formation, including 
working to support our school teachers in 
the teaching of religion and reaching out 

to parents to help support them in one of 
their primary responsibilities in passing 
on the faith to their children. We will also 
be working with our new team member 
in establishing standards for religious 
education throughout our parish that are 
age appropriate and re� ect the direction 
established by the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops.

We will also be having a priest change 
this summer, as Fr. Jesryll Intes will be 
leaving the Diocese of Cheyenne to serve as 
a military chaplain. We will be welcoming 
Fr. Bryce Lungren, who has been serving 
as associate pastor at St. Stephens on the 
reservation near Riverton. At some point 
in the next year, we will also be welcoming 
a third priest to our team. With these 
changes and our renewed focus on basics, 
we want to have greater clergy presence in 
the classroom and in the school, and we 
hope to be able to o� er the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation for our students on a more 
regular basis.

Mr. Paul Casey will be teaching music 
next year and continuing to lead our 
school Mass choir. � is will also present a 
greater opportunity to strengthen the faith 
dimension of our school, as he will be using 
some of the same music from Mass to help 
teach music. � rough the music we sing, 
we teach a love of music, the skills needed 
to make music, and the beliefs of our faith. 
It is also such a joy-� lled time to hear the 
voices of our children at our school giving 
praise and thanks to God.

� e dawn of a new school year also 
presents us all a wonderful opportunity for 
all of us to renew our commitment to living 
the values that we hold as important, those 
values that are central to our faith: the 
Golden Rule, treating others as we would 
like to be treated; to love like Jesus; to seek 
healing and peace; to forgive; to support 
and walk with one another.

We have an incredible team on board to 
serve our students and families:

Preschool (all day 3 & 4-years old 
class)—Allison Carsrud

Preschool (Part-time 3 & 4-year old)-
Anna Hedrix

Prekindergarten–-Rosie Rye and Lyndee 
Christopherson

Kindergarten —Casie Konrad and 
Markee Stevens

First Grade: Abby Deprey
Second Grade: Ellen Doherty
� ird Grade: Adrienne Hess
Fourth Grade: Courtney Walker
Fi� h Grade: Carrie Saur
Sixth Grade: Amanda Bailey
PE: Sam Stearns
Music: Paul Casey
STREAM: Allen Heinrich
Math Coach: Cathy Schroeder
Reading Interventionist: Beth Dutcher
Fundraising/sta�  development: Ashley 

Eischeid
Preschool paraeducators: Suzie Renken, 

Brandi Tooley, Kristin Opsal, Haley 
Neumann and Tina Jackson.

To our parents, thank you for your 
commitment to and support of St. John 
Paul II Catholic School, and thank you for 
the trust the you place in us. As parents, 
you have options for the education of your 
children, and we are grateful that you have 
chosen to allow the team of St. John Paul 
II Catholic School the opportunity to teach 
your children and to walk with you and 
your family.

For those who may be considering your 
options for next year, we would encourage 
you to keep in mind the solid history of 
St. John Paul II Catholic School as well 
as our renewed focus on basics. Working 
together, along with the grace of God, 
amazing things truly happen.

We still have openings for the 2019-
2020 school year. For more information, 
or to register, please contact the School 
O�  ce, 307-686-4114

Back to School
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Welcome back to school. We 

look forward to a great year! 

 

Back to School

Holy Name Catholic Church Awards Scholarships
By: Lois Wragge, Holy Name Catholic Church

Holy Name Catholic Church in Sheridan awarded 
� ve Graduating Senior Scholarships to students who 
are members of the parish this past spring.  Four 
of the students were from Sheridan High School 
and one was from Big Horn High School. � ese 
scholarships are in the amount of $800 and may be 
used at an institution of the recipient’s choice.

� e recipients of the scholarships were:  Matthew 
Legler, son of Mary Legler; Jaxon Parker, son of 
Shane and Heidi Parker; Kimberly Solti, daughter 
of Jim and Chris Solti; Maci Turk, daughter of Jory 
and Traci Turk; and Giovanna Vaira, daughter of 
Travis and Annette Vaira.

Celebrating over 20 years of providing scholarships 
to worthy youth, Holy Name Catholic Community 
has provided funds for more than 130 students 
to attend college.  � ese funds are made available 
through the generous donations of parish members 
and organizations.  � e graduating seniors must 
have o� ered on-going, active service to Holy Name 
Catholic Community, have a strong faith, and have 
been active in their school and community.

Jaxon Parker, Matthew Legler.  Front Row l to r:  Giovanna Vaira, Kimberly Solti. (Not pictured:  
Maci Turk)

By: Maria Ward, Assistant Director of 
Pastoral Formation

In June, 27 high school youth and 
adults from across the Diocese of 
Cheyenne embarked on a life-changing 
pilgrimage through Italy.  Led by 
Bishop Steven, the group started in 
Rome by visiting many of the iconic, 
historical churches and religious 
sites.  � e students were invited to 
participate in a service project at one 
of the local Catholic parishes in Rome.  
� ey spent the a� ernoon serving a 
multi-course meal to the homeless 
and learning about poverty in Rome 
from the pastor.  Another highlight 
of the pilgrimage was the a� ernoon 
spent with religious sisters who are 
part of the International Union of 
Superiors General.  � e sisters shared 
about the missionary work done by 
their di� erent religious orders and how 
they experienced God’s call in their 
lives to pursue their religious vocation.  
A� er � ve days in Rome, the group 
headed further south in Italy to visit 
St. Benedict’s Monastery in Subiaco, 
and the Sanctuary of St. Maria Goretti 
in Nettuno. � e pilgrimage concluded 
with a day of re� ection and relaxation 
on the shores of the Tyrrhenian Sea in 
the town of Anzio.

Diocesan Youth Pilgrimage to Italy
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The pilgrims with Bishop Steven at 
St. Peter's Basilica in Rome

The group visit with the sisters 
of the International Union of 

Superiors General in Rome.
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 Back to School at St. Anthony’s Tri-Parish School
By: Cyndy Novotny, Principal, St. Anthony’s Tri-Parish 
School

Is there anything more exciting that the 
beginning of a new school year? � e energy and 
anticipation show the promise of new beginnings 
and new hope.

As with every Catholic school in our Diocese, 
St. Anthony’s School has spent the summer 
preparing for the new year. Rooms are being 
prepared and lessons are being planned. We are 
excited to welcome new sta�  and teachers to our 
family. Mrs. Marissa Bartolic will join us in 2nd

grade, Mrs. Melissa Amadio will take on All Day 
Preschool, and Mrs. Claressa King will join us to 
help facilitate our liturgy celebrations and work 
with our Middle School youth in a variety of 
activities.

Big events are planned to not only raise funds 

but also to build community. Our � rst day is 
September 3rd and as tradition dictates, we 
will greet our 250 students with a red-carpet 
celebration. In the week prior, we will hold our 
annual family “Back to School Bash” and pre-
school open houses so students’ (and parents) 
anxiety levels are minimized.

On September 21st, we will hold our annual 
Archangel 5K Fun Run bene� tting our Middle 
School students’ special projects, including 
tuition assistance for the annual trip to the Teton 
Science School.

In honor of our beloved Monsignor James 
O’Neill, we have begun a scholarship program. To 
date, close to $6,000 has been collected. Beginning 
next year, we will o� er limited scholarships from 
this fund to support the needs of deserving 
students.

As we begin our 92nd year, no doubt we will 

experience many new challenges. All the Catholic 
schools in our Diocese will be embarking on 
creating strategic plans with the intent of making 
our schools thrive. At St. Anthony’s School, our 
focus will be on developing strategies to increase 
enrollment, research new tuition structures, and 
improve curriculum.

As the Church’s largest ministry, we are tasked 
with providing an excellent education, instilling 
the Word, and be a signi� cant force in the 
development of our students’ moral development 
and character. We rely on the Holy Spirit to guide 
us and we rely on the prayers of our Catholic 
community to support us.

“A good school provides a rounded education 
for the whole person. And a good Catholic school, 
over and above this, should help all its students to 
become saints.”  Pope Benedict XVI

Back to School

By: Linda Marcos, Principal, Holy Spirit Catholic School, Rock 
Springs

Another exciting year is upon us! We start our2019-
2020 school year with enthusiasm, anticipation 
and determination to continue the rich tradition 
of education at Holy Spirit Catholic School in Rock 
Springs.

Our summer came to a close with our � nal August 
Summer Camp, giving our children the opportunity 
to jumpstart a “Back to School “ attitude. New 
and returning families alike gathered together as a 
school community at our annual Meet the Teacher 
night, where they were able to see � rsthand all the 
preparations needed to ensure a successful and 
productive year. We look forward to a year � lled with 
excellent learning experiences and activities.

We appreciate the commitment our families make 
to provide their children with a learning experience 
built on a foundation in our Catholic faith. � is 
partnership between all concerned:  families, faculty 
and administration, students, parish community, 
benefactors and friends continue to play a vital role 
in our sustainability. Fundraising e� orts by our Home 
and School Association, contributions by our Rock 
Springs Catholic School Foundation and Wyoming 
Catholic Ministries Foundation are key to our success.

We are building the future, one amazing child at a 
time! � e ministry we all undertake each year provides 
each student with a rich, faith-based education in 
a Catholic environment that will create our next 
generation of  leaders. We encourage you to come and 
experience the di� erence a Catholic education can 
make!

For registration information, contact 
307-362-6077or visit our website, rshscs.com or 

� nd us on Facebook.

Holy Spirit
Catholic School

Sixth Grade
Graduation

Holy Spirit
Catholic School
First Communion
Class.

Building the Future, One Amazing Child at a Time
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Back to School

Wyoming High School Students Make Plans to Attend 
the National Catholic Youth Conference in November
By: Maria Ward, Assistant Director of Pastoral 
Formation 

High school students from across the 
Diocese of Cheyenne are invited to attend the 
2019 National Catholic Youth Conference 
(NCYC) happening in Indianapolis, Indiana 
on November 21-23.  � is three-day event is 
� lled with inspirational speakers, engaging 
catechesis, service projects, and Masses 
with bishops from across the country.  Over 
20,000 high school youth and chaperones 
are expected to attend, representing every 
state in the country!  To catch a preview of 
this year’s speaker and musician lineup, visit 
www.ncyc.info. 

� anks to a generous grant from the 
Wyoming Catholic Ministries Foundation, 
the cost to attend NCYC has been 
substantially reduced this year.  Registration 
is still open, so please contact your parish 
youth minister or Maria Ward at the Diocese 
of Cheyenne to register ASAP.  Maria can 
be reached at 307-638-1530 or mward@
dioceseofcheyenne.org.  More information 
about travel plans and costs is available on 
our website: https://dioceseofcheyenne.org/
youth.html.

Interested in Catholic Education For Your Family?
Contact one of the six Catholic Schools in our diocese for more information on admission and registration. 

A group of students and chaperones along with Bishop Steven from the Diocese of Cheyenne at a past NCYC 
Conference.

Casper
St. Anthony Tri-Parish School
Cyndy Novotny, Principal
1145 W. 20th St.
Casper, WY 82604
307.234.2873
Fax: 307.235.4946
Email: cyndy.novotny@sascasper.com
https://sascasper.wordpress.com/

Cheyenne
St. Mary’s Catholic School
Patrick Lane, Principal
2200 O’Neil Ave.
Cheyenne, WY 82001
307.638.9268
Fax: 307.635.2847
Email: plane@stmaryswyo.org
http://www.stmaryswyo.org/

Gillette
St. John Paul II Catholic School
Vanessa Gemar, Principal
1000 Butler Spaeth Rd
Gillette, WY 82716
307.682.3319
Fax: 307.682.6386
Email: v.gemar@stjpiics.org
https://sites.google.com/view/johnpaulii

Riverton
St. Margaret Catholic School
Nick Schafer, Principal
220 N. 7th Street E.
Riverton, WY 82501
307.856.5922
Fax: 307.857.5892
Email: jncschafer@msn.com

 https://www.facebook.com/
Saintmargaretriverton/

Rock Springs
Holy Spirit Catholic School
Linda Marcos, Principal
210 A. Street
Rock Springs, WY 82901
307.362.6077
Fax: 307.362.2177
Email: hscs2@wyoming.com
https://www.rshscs.com/

Sheridan
Holy Name Catholic School
Mary Legler, Principal
121 S. Connor Street
Sheridan, WY 82801
307.672.2021
Email: m.legler@hncswy.org
https://www.hncswy.org/



Totus Tuus in Lander
By: Fr. James Schumacher

Play time during Totus Tuus.   At Holy 
Rosary Parish, Lander, July 14-July 19, we had 
Totus Tuus, an excellent Summer religious 
education program for children and teens.  In 
between the day program for children and the 
evening program for teens, we had 80 young 
people participate.   � is was made possible 
by the Totus Tuus team of four college aged 
missionaries, sponsored by the Diocese of 
Colorado Springs.  It was also made possible 
by 1 adult volunteers and eight teen volunteers 
from Holy Rosary Parish.

Rose Bowls Bring Smiles to Holy Name Nonagenarians

By: Joy Miller, Holy Name CCW
Every May for Mother’s Day, the Holy Name Council of Catholic Women in 

Sheridan gets together to create beautiful rose bowls for our members whom 
are 90 years old and above.   � is last May, we delivered 27 rose bowls. � is 
tradition was started in 1998 by many of the women who received the roses 
this year.  Our oldest recipient was 97 this year but she proudly said, “I’ll be 98 
this fall.”  Our council members always enjoy assembling and distributing the 
rose bowls while enjoying reminiscing with these special women.

One Bread 
One Cup 

Participants
Holy Trinity youth of 

Cheyenne spent a week 
at Conception Abby, 

Missouri being trained 
in liturgical ministries 

through the One Bread, 
One Cup conference. 

Study time at Totus Tuus. 
During Totus Tuus, our Summer 
religious education event, 
there was study time as well 
as play time during both the 
evening teen sessions and the 
day children sessions.   Holy 
Mass was celebrated, there was 
a celebration of the Sacrament 
of Penance, and there was also 
Eucharistic Education each day.   
By God’s grace, and with the 
help of many volunteers and the 
missionary team of two young 
men and two young women, our 
Parish’s children and teens were 
served well.

During Totus Tuus, the 80 or so kids had to 
be fed.   We couldn’t have done it without help 
from Wyoming Catholic College Catering and 
Safeway! 
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Pilgrimage 
to Holy Land

At St. Catherine’s Monastery is the bush which Moses saw a� re with 
� ames but was not burning.  � e iconography depicts the pregnant Mary 
in the burning bush, comparing the bush which bore the presence of God 
but was unchanged, with Mary, who bore Jesus, the presence of God, but 
remained a virgin.  A� er visiting the Monastery, many of the pilgrims 
climbed Mount  Sinai, some riding camels, to see the sunset from the 
summit.

At Mount Nebo, the group celebrated Mass and gazed into the Promised 
Land like Moses once did.  � e group went from there to Jericho, saw 
Sycamore trees like the one Zacchaeus climbed, and the ruins of the 
ancient walls of Jericho which were reminiscent of the walls that fell when 
Joshua assaulted the city.

Around the Sea of Galilee, the group visited Cana where the married 
couples renewed their marriage vows.  From there, they went to Nazareth 
where they saw the house of Jesus, Mary and Joseph and the house of Mary.  
Mass was celebrated at the Church of the Annunciation which is built over 
the house of Mary. Next, they visited Mount Tabor and the Church of the 
Trans� guration.  � e group visited the Church of the Multiplication of 
the Loaves and Fishes and then went to the Mount of the Beatitudes and 
celebrated Mass there overlooking the Sea of Galilee.  � ey also sailed the 
Sea of Galilee.

Everyone visited Mount Carmel and Caesarea on 
the way to Bethlehem. In Bethlehem, they celebrated 
Mass at the Chapel of St.  Joseph, which is next to 
birthplace of Jesus, and then visited the birthplace 
of Jesus in the Church of the Nativity.  � e next day, 
the group visited the Mount of Olives, the Garden of 
Gethsemane, the Church of the Agony, the Church of 
the Denial, the Upper Room, and the Church of the 
Dormition of Mary.  � e group also had an audience 
with the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem.  He shared 
about the struggles of the Church in the Holy Land 
as minorities, the challenge building trust with the 
Muslims and the apathy of the Israelis.

A� er visiting the Church of St.  Ann and the 
birthplace of Mary, the pilgrims  walked the Via 
Delarosa and celebrated Mass at the Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher next to the tomb of Jesus.  � ey then 
went into the hill country and visited the Church of 
the Birth of St. John the Baptist and the Church of the 
Visitation.

Each pilgrim had a di� erent highlight from the 
journey, but they were all moved by the experience of 
seeing the lands of the Bible.  Each day, they were able 
to celebrate Mass, to pray the rosary and to pray and 
re� ect on the holy places they visited.

By: Fr. Tom Cronkleton, Pastor, Church of the 
Holy Trinity, Cheyenne

Forty-three pilgrims, mostly from 
Holy Trinity Parish in Cheyenne, 
journeyed to Egypt, Jordan, Israel 
and Palestine to experience the Holy 
Land.  Father  Tom Cronkleton led 
the group to visit the pyramids in 
Cairo, St.  Catherine’s Monastery and 
Mount  Sinai, Petra, Mount  Nebo, 
Jericho, the Sea of Galilee, Mount Tabor, 
Mount of the Beatitudes, Cana, 
Nazareth, Bethlehem and Jerusalem.
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By: Mary Ann Cummins, Past WCCW President
� e annual convention of the Wyoming Council of Catholic Women will 

be held at Our Lady of Fatima Church in Casper, Wyoming, and at the 
Ramkota Hotel in Casper on September 22 - 23, 2019.

Registration forms are available from Linda Miner, 3730 Eagle Dr 
in Casper, WY 82604, by email at missla@bresnan.net, or by phone at 
307.258.1498. Registration before September 7 is $95. Late registration is 
$100.

� e convention will begin with a Sunday Mass celebrated by Bishop Steven 
Biegler at 10:30am at Our Lady of Fatima Church. Brunch with Bishop 
Steven is for CCW convention attendees ONLY at 11:45am. Registration will 
take place at the Ramkota Hotel beginning at 12:00 noon. Breakout sessions 
begin at 2:00pm and a second round at 3:15pm featuring Jon Tonkowich 
(WY Catholic College); Dr. Jim Tonkowich (WY Catholic College); Anna 
Wilkinson (� e More of God); and Dr. Clare TenEyck (Healing).

� e WCCW Business meeting (at the Ramkota) with secretary and 
treasurer elections will begin at 4:30pm. A social hour will follow at 6:15pm. 
Dinner is at 7:00pm with a purse auction to liven the meal! Evening prayer 
will be at the Ramkota.

Monday will feature Mass at 9:00am at Our Lady of Fatima Church and 
will include a memorial service for our deceased members and installation 

L to R: Theresa Olivas, Valerie Gonzales, Marcella Redmond and Angie Milatzo 
at a past convention.

of new o�  cers for the next two years. � e main speaker, Cathy Holman 
(Prairie Wife in Heels) will present on “Making Time for Your Catholic Faith 
in Your Busy Life” at 10:45am and again a� er lunch at 1:15pm. Lunch will be 
at the Ramkota. � e closing will be at 2:45pm.

Plan now to attend and enjoy education, fun, and fellowship with your 
Catholic women throughout our state!

Wyoming Council of Catholic Women (WCCW) to Hold Annual Convention
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Fr. Glenn Whewell Incardinated
By: Fr. Glenn 
Whewell, 
Pastor, Holy 
Name Catholic 
Community, 
Sheridan

“My soul 
proclaims the 

greatness of the Lord. My spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior.”

I have much to be grateful to 
God for. I was born in Westerly, 
Rhode Island and grew up in a small 
rural community in southeastern 
Connecticut. I was blessed with a 
faith-� lled family of simple means, 
with � ve sisters and two brothers.

In 2001, I was ordained to the 
priesthood of Jesus Christ in Corpus 
Christi, Texas for the Society of Our 
Lady of the Most Holy Trinity. � e 
community is a mission-oriented 
community comprised of priests, 
religious brothers and sisters and 
lay faithful. � e community serves 
those in deepest apostolic need in 
what is called Ecclesial Teams, where 
they strive to make disciples of Jesus 
through Mary. I am so grateful to 
God for allowing me to be formed 
once more in a faith-� lled family of 
simple means that have witnessed 
to me what it means to be a child 
of God, a disciple of the Lord and a 
temple of the Spirit.

In 2012, God once again asked 
me to follow him to the Diocese 
of Cheyenne. I had spent several 
years in Wyoming in the 90’s. It was 
during this time God placed a deep 
love for Wyoming and her people 
in my heart. A� er much prayer and 
discernment, I asked my community 
and the Diocese of Cheyenne to allow 
me to discern if God was calling me 
to serve his people in Wyoming. 
A� er seven years of serving here, I 
concluded under direction and with 
the permission of my community 
and Bishop Steven, that this was 
God’s will. I am now incardinated 
into the Diocese of Cheyenne. With 
great joy, I thank God once more for 

placing me in a faith-� lled family 
of simplicity and charity. Under the 
mantle of our Lady, I cry out her 
words once more in my life; “My 
soul proclaims the greatness of the 
Lord and my spirit rejoices in God 
my Savior…. For the almighty has 
done great things for me and holy is 
his name.”

Editor’s note: In simple terms, 
Incardination is a Canonical term 
used to describe the process by which 
a priest or deacon is permanently 
assigned; in this case, the Diocese of 
Cheyenne under the leadership of 
Bishop Steven.




